Meeting of the Richmond Cemetery Committee
21 May 2025
7:00 pm

Taylor Van Brocklin Building
Richmond, NH
03470

Present:

Jerry Merrifield, Chairman (Jme)

Jerry Mills, Treasurer (Jmi)

Robert Gow, Sexton (Rg)

Rebecca Jane Lescynski, Secretary (RI)
John Lewis, Alternate (J1)

Guests:
Robert Cook

Call to Order
7:05 pm

Minutes:
Minutes of the 16 April 2025 meeting taken by Rl were reviewed. Motion made, seconded, and approved
to accept the minutes without edits. Jme/J1/Jmi

Treasurers Report:

Jmi reported on RCC Checking Account held at TD Bank.

RCC balance on May 1st was $6,862.51. After deposit of check for Cook plot markers, the balance on
May 13th was $7,187.51.

Motion made, seconded, and approved to accept the treasurer’s report. JI/Rl/Jme

Sexton’s Report:

One of water totes has been filled but is already half empty. Will request more water from RFD.
Totes still need some lattice placed around them.

Corner markers are in except for Davis.

Basset grave needs some fill.

Grubs have down a lot of grass damage in South.

Some stone and fence damage at Benson.

Currently having a hard time finding the replacement latch for leaf vac.

Rg submitted receipts for mulch hay, fuel, fuel treatment, and parts totaling $153.42.

Old Business:

Laptop

A new laptop still needs to be purchased. $500 in budget for new one. Jme to look again at Staples. Jmi
suggested Jme talk to Dick Drew as he just purchased a laptop for the Conservation Committee. Jmi made
a motion to purchase from Staples as it will come with a service contract and warranty. JI seconded and Rl
and Jme approved purchasing the laptop from Staples and paying for the service contract.



Horse damage at South Cemetery
Jme sent a letter to the Selectman asking them to address the damage caused the horses in South Ceme-

tery. The Selectman sent a letter to Adriana French regarding horses not being allowed in cemetery but
have decided not to bill her for damages.
Jmi to laminate no horse riding signs this week.

Fencing at South Cemetery

Approximately 206’ of fencing needed along south side.

Jme researched at Home Depot. About $1000.00 for materials - post and rail fence with about 20 post-
holes needed.

J1 to reach out to person who installed fencing at his house for quote on installing at South.

2025 Budget includes $2,500.00 for special projects and could be used for this. There is also $233.95
available from the Trustees of Trust Fund account for maintenance.

New Business:

Plot sales

Mr. Robert Cook of Keene, NH, who recently purchased two green burial plots in Earl Howard Cemetery
Section 3 attended the meeting on behalf of his sister, Betty Sumner Cook and her husband, Bruce Irving.
They were impressed by Robert’s wife’s funeral, and were interested in buying the plots next them. Mr.
Cook presented his sister’s birth certificate.

Based on the genealogical ties to Richmond, a motion was made, seconded, and approved to allow Betty
and her husband to purchase the plots. Jme/RI/J1

Mr. Cook made out a check to NHPDIP (NH Public Deposit Investment Pool) for $1000.00 as directed by
the Trustees of the Trust Fund for the two plots, and a check for $325.00 for the corner markers to the
RCC.

Jme read some history of how the green cemetery in the Earl Howard Extension came to be in 2008.

Reminder for future - Checks for plot sales need to be made out to NHPDIP. Checks for corner markers
are to be made out to RCC.

Pending burials
Brittany Wolsey contacted Jme regarding her mother, Mary Kerouac, who had recently passed. Her ashes

will be sent for burial once the urn arrives.

Bill Pearsall recently passed. The full burial will be the week of Memorial Day. Rg to contact Buddy
Blood regarding gravesite work.

Flags
Jme has placed flags at all veteran graves in all cemeteries.

He purchased additional flags with the Winchester cemeteries for $301.43. There is $800.00 in the RCC
budget for flags but enough have been purchased and saved that they likely won’t need to be purchased
next year.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:10 pm



Next Meeting:
18 June 2025
7:00 pm at Taylor Van Brocklin

Respectfully Submitted,
Rebecca Jane Lescynski



