Meeting of the Richmond Cemetery Committee
18 September 2024
6:30pm

Taylor Van Brocklin Building
Richmond, NH
03470

Present:

Jerry Merrifield Chairman (Jme)
Jerry Mills Treasurer (Jmi)

Robert Gow Sexton (Rg)

Rebecca Jane Lescynski Trustee (RI)

Absent: John Lewis Secretary (J1)
Guests:

Fran Heap, Trustee of Trust Funds Bookkeeper
Rosti Eismont, Trustee of Trust Funds - he recused himself from the meeting prior to Fran speaking

Call to Order
6:33

Minutes:
Minutes of the 21 August 2024 meeting were reviewed, modified, and accepted. JMi/JMe

Treasurers Report:

Jmi reported on RCC Checking Account held at TD Bank.

Present RCC balance is $5,322.71

Increase from last month due to numerous contributions.

Report accepted JMe/RI

Sexton’s Report:

Rg presented expenditure report for fuel and parts $130.95 JMe approved

Rg reported approximately 20 hours logged for work during August and over 43 hours so far in Sep-
tember.

Old Business:

Bolles memorial plaque will be on display at the Richmond Public Library soon!

Benson Cemetery sign is ready to be installed by Rg. Jme suggested placement should be within 33 feet
from centerline of road. Rg to confirm regulation for Class 5 road.

Signs have been prepared for posting for horses. Rg to install.

New directories need to be installed at Earl Howard and South. Rg to install.



Vine in maple tree at South Cemetery needs to be cut and let wither.
Area that turkeys have scratched up needs to be chain raked and reseeded.

Move water totes for the fall/winter seasons.

New Business:

Colleen Cox inquired about purchasing a plot for her father, Earl Campbell, who is in poor health. He
served as selectman at one time.

Patrick (last name ?) has been in contact with JMe regarding his father’s ashes. His parents, Herb and
Stephanie Krause, have plots in Earl Howard I. Herb’s, Stephanie’s, and their daughter's ashes will be sent
for burial before winter.

Perpetual Care Fund

Fran Heap, Bookkeeper for the Trustees of the Trust Funds (TTF), after working with a member of the
NH Municipal Association (NHMA), addressed the RCC with some questions regarding the Cemetery
Trustees Bylaws and the cemetery trust funds that the TTF manages. Specific bylaws mentioned were E
and G.

Perpetual Care Fund - This has not been used in quite some time. Only the interest income of the principal
amount may be used which does not equate to much but could be helpful. The MS9 report in the Town’s
Annual Report lists the interest income available for each perpetual care plot.

Earl R. Howard Extension Fund - More research to be done to determine what the “extension” refers to -
Earl Howard I or I1? Earl Howard III is too recent. Fran had the Town Annual Report from 1969 which
mentions income to be used for perpetual care in the Earl Howard Extension. JMe cited a document from
Dick Webber, a former cemetery trustee, from 2002 that references the Earl Howard Memorial Trust, a
further discrepancy in the trust name.

JMe recommended that Dick Drew be contacted to see if he can clarify the section referenced based on
the lot size described for the trust (100°x?) as he has surveyed the land.

Interest income from the Earl R. Howard Extension Fund may be used for maintenance and repairs once

the land the “extension” is referring to is determined. Accumulative interest income is $1,451.60. Receipts
would need to be submitted to the TTF.

Whipple Cemetery

Whipple Cemetery is unmaintained and located in a remote area near Barrus Cemetery. JMe and Rg ex-
pressed interest in cleaning up the cemetery and making it accessible. JMe asked Fran if the Richmond
Historical Society would be interested in partnering with the RCC in renovating the cemetery. Fran said
she would request the question be brought up at the next RHS meeting. The owner of the land the ceme-
tery sits on needs to be contacted to see if they are in agreement with the plan. If so, legal council would
need to be sought to create an easement and right of way to access the property.



New Equipment Proposal

Rg submitted a proposal to the RCC for a new backpack leaf blower and a 48” zero-turn mower as current
equipment old and inefficient. He proposed three options for each piece of equipment, all available
through Winchester Motorsports. All come with 2 or 3 year warranties. After some discussion on safety of
the mower (Rg agreed that only he would operate the mower), the trustees approved the purchase of the
following equipment:

Leaf blower (new?) - RedMax EZ8560 $639.00, 2-year warranty

Mower (new) - RedMax RZT48 $4099.00, 3-year warranty

Due to higher cost items, JMi recommended motion be made to meet with Selectmen on 9/23/24 to dis-
cuss the equipment proposal submitted by Rg and the models approved by the RCC. Interest income from
Earl R. Howard Extension Fund will also be discussed to see if that may be used in the purchase of the

new equipment. Motion made, seconded, and approved by JMe and RI.

Motion made, seconded, and approved to purchase a $46 rope through Amazon for Rg for limb trimming
in cemeteries.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:05pm

Next Meeting

16 October 2024
6:30pm at Taylor Van Brocklin



