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Minutes of the Meeting of the Richmond Heritage Commission
Held on February 18, 2015 at 7PM in the Vets Hall


Minutes of the last meeting on 1/23/15 were approved as presented.

The community reception of the “Changing Face of Richmond” presentation by RHC/RPL held during the previous week at the Vets Hall was discussed.  There were many positive comments as well as pledges of support, both participatory and financial, by attendees. Carol Jameson reported that RHC can accept donations under Section 170(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

It was noted that a number of Richmond residents who were not able to attend have asked if the presentation could be repeated. Also expressing interest in a repeat performance was the Southwest Region Planning Commission and the Historical Society of Cheshire County. It was agreed that RHC members will compile a list of interested people with the intent of scheduling a repeat performance on Sunday afternoon, either March 22 or 29. Sandy Laughner offered to make calls notifying possible attendees.

The Commission also discussed the possibility of videotaping this and future presentations of the RHC. It was agreed that in the case of “Changing Face,” this would not be practical due to the difficulty of videotaping slides projected on a screen.

Bonnie McCarthy asked if she could obtain the script of the presentation so she can add historical data included in the presentation to the digitized photos she has already scanned into the Past Perfect software under the direction of the Richmond Library for the Town Archives. Bob Weekes will supply.

Tramp House Project – Carol Jameson discussed applying for a license plate grant, saying that our Tramp House Project is a perfect fit for the State’s standards for eligibility. A letter of intent to apply for the grant is due by March 16. Carol will prepare a draft for Bob to add a brief description of the project and why it is so grant worthy. The entire letter of intent should not exceed 250 words. Carol and Bonnie will work on drafting the application, and will then ask Bob for input on tramp house history in order to keep this project on the front burner since the application must be submitted by April 24th at the latest. Carol Jameson will look into when grants are awarded and when funds are available, should we be successful with our application. She will also look into whether we will have to submit an application for eligibility on the NH Registry of Historic Places, concurrent with the grant application or even earlier than the grant deadline (if applicable, this registry deadline might be April 6).

Bob then presented a rough plan for restoring the Richmond Tramp House within its Centennial Year, 2015. The plan covered (preliminarily) relevant wetland issues, collaboration with Richmond’s BOS and other town-sanctioned commissions and committees, design of the park and restoration of the tramp house itself. Bob will also review preliminary estimates of the cost of this project with RHC members prior to applying for the license plate grant. 

Civil War Commemoration – Hank Hallas summarized his work to date on researching Richmond’s 67 Civil War Veterans together with his plans for bringing this project to the attention of Richmond residents at an RHC presentation later this year. Target dates for this presentation at the Vets Hall are a Friday or Saturday night in May or June, 2015. Hank asked if RHC members could assist him with additional research while he is out of town for the winter, specifically searching for additional Richmond-related Civil War information and artifacts at Hank’s direction. Bob Weekes and Bonnie McCarthy will follow up with (respectively) the Historical Society of Cheshire County and the Richmond Town Archives. 

Landscaping Around the Abbott Memorial Trough – Carol will set up a meeting for Susan, Carol, and hopefully Susan Marsden and Jan Weekes, to begin the planning. The Commission members volunteered to help with the work and we will solicit help from other volunteers too. 

The next RHC meeting will be held at 3:30pm on 3/18/15. There being no further business, Carol Jameson adjourned the meeting at 8:30pm. 

Bob Weekes, Secretary



