Meeting of the Richmond Cemetery Committee
20 May 2026
7:00 pm

Taylor Van Brocklin Building
Richmond, NH
03470

Present:

Jerry Merrifield, Chairman (Jme)
Jerry Mills, Treasurer (Jmi)

Rebecca Jane Lescynski, Secretary (RI)
Robert Gow, Sexton (Rg)

Guests:

John Lewis
Dixie Gurian
Donna Brewer
Becky Haskins
Fran Heap
Mike Blood

Call to Order
7:10pm

Elections of Officers:
RCC trustees agreed to keep their current positions for the coming year:
Jerry Merrifield, Chairman
Jerry Mills, Treasurer
Rebecca Jane Lescynski, Secretary
Motion made (Jmi), seconded (Jme), and approved (RI) to accept the trustees’ positions.

Minutes:
Minutes of the 15 April 2026 meeting taken by Rl were reviewed. Motion made (Jmi), seconded (Jme),
and approved (RI) to accept the minutes without edits.

Treasurers Report:

Jmi reported the checking balance was still $4,932.51. A check for $195.00 was sent to Peterborough
Granite for Bill Daniels’ corner markers.

Motion made (Rl), seconded (Jme) and approved (Jmi) to accept the Treasurers Report.

Budget Update:
Jme provided an update of the 2026 budget. As of 5/20/26, $4,245.29 of the $20,418.00 budget has
been spent - roughly 20%.



Sexton’s Report:

Rg reported that tree removal and cleanup at Aldrich had been done and was looking great.

Going forward, leaves raked at Quaker will need to be bagged and hauled away. Can no longer dump
them over the back wall.

Ventilation tube on mower had to be replaced due to mouse damage. Has done a lot to deter mice in the
sheds but has not used Mouse X yet.

Need to do some cleanup at Benson. The sign snapped off at the base - he will fix.

Need to fix railing around the Green cemetery.

Mowing to begin soon. Mowers will be serviced in the next 2 weeks.

Rg submitted reimbursement form totaling $127.92 for oil and other materials. RCC approved payment.

Old Business:

NHPDIP

Jmi/Jme still working to set up ACH wire transfers from RCC account to NHPDIP account.

The $250.00 check from Bill Daniels was made out to NHPDIP but they can’t process checks. He needs to
write a new check for the sale of the easements made out to the RCC so it can be deposited to the RRC
account, then the funds can be electronically transferred to NHPDIP.

Fencing at South Cemetery
Fence work is complete!
The $1600.00 for the work was paid from the RCC account. This amount will be reimbursed by the town.

Cemetery Shed Roofs
Rg to get measurements and estimates for the metal roofs.

New Business:

Updates on Burials
Cory Graves provided cremation certificate, death certificate, and transportation certificate prior to Da-
vid’s burial on May 9th. Rg gave Susan Harrington the $250.00 check for burial.

No update on Ernie Kirouac’s burial. He is currently in cold storage. His wife has not made a decision on
the burial.

Norma Thibodeau was recently given a full burial.

Al Bielunis has completed installing corner markers on his plots.

Ash Spreading Garden

Discussion on creation of an ash spreading garden, similar to the one in Winchester. Possible placement

could be in Earl Howard Il Green Cemetery but will need to review the RCC bylaws. Will reach out to
Winchester to get more details on how they established theirs.

Wind Phone

Discussion continued around renovation of the telephone building and proposed wind phone.

Mike Blood, who is a member of the Richmond Historical Society, said RHS decided to table the project
of converting the telephone building in its existing location for use as a wind phone due to the deteriora-



tion of the building. Cleanup is still an option for RHS volunteers to help preserve the building. Lenny Sol-
omon has been in contact with a cleaning service in Keene and will present the estimate to the Select-
men to see if it is worth doing.

Donna Brewer spoke for herself and Becky Haskins to say neither of them were in favor of moving the
telephone building.

John Lewis questioned the definition of tabling and the process for un-tabling projects. Jme explained
that he originally proposed the idea of moving the telephone building in order to save it from deteriorat-
ing further but the logistics of moving it proved it was not possible. The fate of the telephone building is
now with the RHS and the RCC will no longer pursue the project of moving the telephone building to
South Cemetery.

Regarding the wind phone, Jme said he still feels this would be a valuable project to consider for those
who would find it helpful in their grieving process. John Lewis and Dixie Gurian stated their opposition to
the wind phone idea.

Discussion will resume at the next RCC meeting.

Flags
Due to miscommunication, RCC received a bill for flags not received from Winchester. RCC will not be

paying the bill.

Cooney Meet and Greet

John Cooney has previously donated two $500 checks for maintenance of the Aldrich cemetery as he has
a lot of family buried there. Sarah Houser has organized a meeting with John on June 12th at the Library.
He would like to meet with the RCC and possibly tour Aldrich.

South Cemetery Research

Discussion during the cemetery tour led to question of where Earl Howard was buried and why it was
named after him. Jme found that his grave is located in Old South right before the entrance to Earl How-
ard |. His nickname was “Red” and he lived in Gardner, MA with his first wife, Lily. He then moved to
Richmond and married Mildred. The cemeteries are named after him because he donated the land for
them.

Directory Update
The directory for Earl Howard | needs to be updated to include recent burials.

Water Totes
Ongoing discussion about if the totes for watering grass should be cleaned or if new ones are needed. Rg
will try to clean.

Benches
Rg will sand and urethane the good one and get some composite boards to replace the seat on the other
one.

Gravestone/Plot Maintenance

Question around restoring gravestones or monuments that are in need or repair. Jme stated the RCC
doesn’t have the authority to restore them, unless there is permission from the family, as these are con-
sidered private property.

Bill Pearsall’s grave sunk over the winter. Jme got the fill and Rg has already filled it in and planted grass.



Since Buddy Blood has passed, the RCC needs to find someone to dig graves. For Norma’s burial, J. Roy
Excavation was used. He charged $450. RCC charges $500 for this service. The RCC may consider raising
this fee depending on who is approved for this work.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:11pm

Motion made (Jme), seconded (RI), and approved (Jmi) to reopen the meeting to approve an alternate to
the RCC as John Lewis is stepping down.

Meeting Reopened at 08:45pm

Present:

Jerry Merrifield, Chairman (Jme)
Jerry Mills, Treasurer (Jmi)

Rebecca Jane Lescynski, Secretary (Rl)
Robert Gow, Sexton (Rg)

Guests:
Fran Heap
Mike Blood

Motion made (Jme), seconded (RI), and approved (Jmi) to approve Mike Blood as an alternate. He will be
sworn in at the Town Hall.

Since the meeting had been reopened, Fran Heap asked for further details regarding Bill Daniels’ check
as he had questions and thought that the issue was with the Trustees of Trust Funds. Jme said he had
emailed Bill about sending a new check made out to the RCC. Once that is received, he will send the
check made out to NHPDIP back to him.

Mike asked if there were any veteran-specific parts of the Richmond cemeteries. There are not, but Jme
places a flag at each veteran’s grave.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:02pm.
Next Meeting:

17 June 2026
7:00 pm at Taylor Van Brocklin

Respectfully Submitted,
Rebecca Jane Lescynski



