Meeting of the Richmond Cemetery Committee
15 April 2026
7:00 pm

Taylor Van Brocklin Building
Richmond, NH
03470

Present:

Jerry Merrifield, Chairman (Jme)

Jerry Mills, Treasurer (Jmi)

Rebecca Jane Lescynski, Secretary (RI)
Robert Gow, Sexton (Rg)

Absent:
John Lewis, Alternate (J1)

Guests:

Dixie Gurian
Lenny Soloman
Suzen Perry

Call to Order
7:04 pm

Minutes:
Minutes of the 18 March 2026 meeting taken by Rl were reviewed. Motion made (Jmi), seconded (Jme),
and approved (RI) to accept the minutes with minor edits.

Treasurers Report:

Jmi reported the checking balance was $4,932.51. The check from Bill Daniels had been deposited.
Jmi/Jme working to set up ACH wire transfers from RCC account to NHPDIP account.

Motion made (RI), seconded (Jme) and approved (Jmi) to accept the Treasurers Report.

Sexton’s Report:

Rg submitted receipts for $15.97 (mouse traps) and $20.00 (gas).

He recently brush mowed and trimmed in Barrus. Machine was running great. Cleared some tree stumps
on the west side. Received a Thank You for his work from nearby resident, Bill Betrowski. Rg asked Bill
if he knew anything about the Whipple Cemetery. He said Donna Brewer used to own the land and the
property deed did mention a right of way to the cemetery.

A tree limb in South Cemetery was removed. There is still a branch hanging that he will try to remove.
Could use a new trimmer.



Old Business:

Fencing at South Cemetery

$1600.00 was paid to Cheshire Fence in October and still no work yet. Was supposed to start by April. If
no work by May Ist, RCC will follow up with a letter. Jmi knows Lenny at Cheshire Fence so he will stop
by and check in.

Cemetery Shed Roofs
Discussion on color options for the metal roof. The trustees settled on green. Rg will get estimates for the
metal roofs.

New Business:

Updates on Burials

Cory Graves contacted Rg but they didn’t have a chance to talk and he hasn’t called back yet. Cory will
need to fill out burial form and provide cremation certificate, death certificate, and transportation certifi-
cate prior to David’s burial on May 9th.

No update on Ernie Kirouac’s burial but no easement record can be found. Was married to Mary Lounder.

Seasonal Prep
Cemetery open signs are up.

Jme raised the larger flags at Middletown and South. Likely don’t need more smaller flags for graves this
year.
Water totes will be kept for watering grass. Weren’t used to water flowers much.

Cemetery Tours
The first tour of 2026 in conjunction with the Richmond Historical Society will be May 2nd at 3pm in Old

South/Cass cemetery. Dick Drew plus others will give presentations. Parking will be on cemetery roads
within Earl Howard II.

Suggestion for Ash Spreading Garden
Jme had a discussion with resident, Cookie Remick, who suggested the RCC consider the creation of an

ash spreading garden. There is a such a garden at the Winchester cemetery. RCC will look into this further
but it could possibly be placed in Earl Howard III, the green burial section.

Wind Phone

Discussion continued around proposed wind phone in South Cemetery. Dixie Gurian presented her oppo-
sition to the idea of moving the old telephone building and to the idea of a wind phone in general. She
questioned why it needed to be placed within the cemetery and was concerned it would distract from the
natural beauty of the cemetery. She also felt disrespected that the RCC did not reach out to her or other
relatives of those buried there to ask their opinion before pursuing the project.

Suzen Perry also stated her objection to moving the old telephone building as she feels it has historical
significance to the town. She suggested the building be renovated to house the wind phone in its current
location and offered to maintain gardens around it.

R1 stated that the project of moving the building is larger than what she had envisioned and proposed the
RCC look into installing something simpler, like an enclosed bench, at South Cemetery.

Jme explained his idea of moving the building was in effort to preserve it as it is currently deteriorating
and if moved to South Cemetery, the RCC would maintain it.



If the building is not moved, Jme proposed that the Richmond Historical Society look into preserving it.
Lenny Solomon questioned, if the building was restored, could it be moved to Middletown Cemetery be-
hind the Town Hall to serve as a wind phone as it’s not an active cemetery. RCC does not think there is
enough room at Middletown for that building.

The discussion ended with these options to pursue:
1. Do nothing - let the telephone building deteriorate and not install a wind phone.
2. Renovate the telephone building in its current location and house the wind phone there.
* Question - how to secure it? Would it be opened certain days/times? Who is responsible for se-
curing it?
3. Leave the telephone building where it is (renovated or not) and install a smaller scale wind phone at
South Cemetery.
4. Move the telephone building to South Cemetery and place it near the current sheds.
* Before this option is pursued, Dixie requested that RCC reach out to other families with loved
ones buried there to get their opinions on the project.
* Moving the telephone building may require overhead wires to be raised during transit.

Discussion will resume at the next RCC meeting.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:27pm

Next Meeting:
20 May 2026
7:00 pm at Taylor Van Brocklin

Respectfully Submitted,
Rebecca Jane Lescynski



