Town of Richmond
Planning Board Public Meeting
January 16,2024, 7:00 PM Taylor Van Brocklin Building
Final as Revised

Members Present: Members Absent

Doug Smith (Chairman) Kathryn McWhirk (Secretary)

Jed Butterfield (Vice Chairman) Stacie Maillet

Lisa Traeger Karen O’Brien (Alternate)

Kim DeMasco William Daniels (Alt. Selectman’s Rep)
Doug Bersaw (Selectman’s Rep) Joe Norman (Alternate)

Lloyd Condon (Alternate)
Public: Antoinette Cincotta, Joan Wolfe.

Meeting called to order at 6:37.
Condon seated for Maillet.

1. Public:

Joan Wolfe, the candidate for the Land Use Assistant position, attended the meeting to meet
the board.

2. Mail:
SWRPC December newsletter.

3. Proposed Zoning Amendments:

Motion made by Traeger to open the deliberative session. Seconded by DeMasco.

No discussion.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco yes, Bersaw yes, Condon abstained, Vice Butterfield yes,
Chairman Smith yes. Motion carries.

The new layout of the Proposed Zoning Ordinances was copied and handed to the members of
the board; water marked as “Draft 01-16-24.”

Amendment 1 to delete Article 4, Section 406.1 House of Worship and Article 17 Definitions
1733 House of Worship.



Motion by Traeger to accept Amendment 1 as presented. Seconded by DeMasco.

Discussion:

To remove the “Religious use” and replace it with “public assembly”. Suggest adding to Master
Plan but will need traffic study and replace “House of Worship” with “assembly” as defined by
size.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco yes, Bersaw yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

Amendment 2, to change Article 17 Definitions, under 1709 Building.

Building — Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended or used for
the shelter, housing, or enclosure of any individual, animal, process, equipment, goods, or
materials of any kind or nature, including containers greater than 100 square feet used for
storage, and in-ground swimming pools.

Removed “commodities” so there is no need for a definition.
Changed containers “larger” than 100 sq. feet to “greater” than 100 sq. feet.
Discussion:
* Adding flooring to definitions of buildings. It was decided not to add flooring to
buildings, some may prefer “sand” or other floor types.
e Defining the word “temporary” for trailers as storage. It was suggested to instead define
“permanent”. State RSA 674:24V, “Permanent building” means any building resting upon
a foundation or otherwise legally defined as “real estate”. Neither temporary nor
permanent were added to the Article 17 Definition.
e “function” as a word and not the intention
® The board needs to compromise and consider any ramifications.
¢ The board needed to see how the word fit in the Zoning Ordinances.
e EPA laws are in place to protect.
* Board overstepped with canvas garages and the possible endangerment to the wetlands.
* board needs to see how the word “structure” or “building” fits in the Zoning Ordinances.

Motion made by Bersaw to accept Amendment 2 as amended by removing the word
“commodities” Seconded by DeMasco.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco yes, Bersaw yes, Condon no, Vice Butterfield no, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

Amendment 3, To change Article 6 Wetland Conservation District, under 602 Purposes,
specifically 602.1, under 603 Uses Permitted, and under 604 Special Exceptions, specifically
604.2.



Motion made by Traeger to remove under Article 6 Wetland conservation District, more
specifically 601 General as a stand-alone Amendment. Seconded by DeMasco.

No discussion.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco yes, Bersaw yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

Moton made by Vice Butterfield to add the word “structure” after building in the Wetland
Conservation District. Seconded by Condon.
Discussion ensued.

e “structure” is subjective.

e The goal is to clarify.

e  “Would”/” Could “differences.
Roll call vote: Traeger no, DeMasco no, Bersaw no, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith no. Motion failed.

Motion made by Chairman Smith to add “/structure” and the word:” would” back into 602.1
Wetland Conservation District.

Seconded by Vice Butterfield.

Motion was not what Chairman Smith wanted.

Vice Butterfield withdrew his second.

Chairman Smith withdrew his motion.

Motion made by Chairman Smith to change the word “could” to “would”
Seconded by Vice Butterfield

Motion was incorrect.

Vice Butterfield withdrew his second.

Chairman Smith withdrew his motion.

Motion made by Chairman Smith to put “/structure” back into Article 6 602.1 Wetlands
Conservation District and move the “on naturally occurring wetland” within the sentence.
Seconded by Vice Butterfield.

Discussion:
e Concern about pollutants and the associated definition in the wetland setback.
e Rebuttal: that once you put structure back in it becomes too restrictive.
® Move in sentence structure doesn’t work mechanically.

Question:
Roll call vote: Traeger no, DeMasco no, Bersaw no, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith no.



602.1 To prevent the development of buildings and land uses on naturally occurring wetlands,
which would contribute to pollution of surface and ground water by sewage or any other
pollutants, or cause damage to abutter’s property.

Motion made by Chairman Smith to keep the change of the word “could” to “would” and bold
the word “would” in Article 6 under 602.1. Seconded by DeMasco.

No discussion.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco Yes, Bersaw Yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield no, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries. (No Change from original)

603  Uses Permitted In the Wetland Conservation District, no use is permitted that would
result in the erection of any building or alter the surface configuration through excavation or
fill, except for normal landscaping or that is not otherwise permitted by the Zoning Ordinance
except the following permitted uses:

603.1 Forestry - tree farming.

603.2 Agriculture.

603.3 Water impoundments and well supplies.

603.4 Drainage ways, streams, creeks, or other paths of normal run-off water.
603.5 Wildlife refuge.

603.6 Parks and such recreation use as are consistent with the purpose and intentions of
Section 602.

603.7 Conservation areas and nature trails.

©03.8 Open space as permitted by subdivision regulations and other sections of this
ordinance.

604.2 The undertaking of a use not otherwise permitted in the Wetland Conservation District
which may include the erection of a building, dredging, filling, draining, or otherwise altering
the surface configuration of the land, if it can be shown that such proposed use will not conflict
with the purpose and intention of Section 602, and if such proposed use is otherwise permitted
by the Zoning Ordinance. Proper evidence to this effect shall be submitted in writing to the
Board of Adjustment and shall be accompanied by the findings of a review by the Richmond
Conservation Commission of the environmental effects of such proposed use upon the wetlands
n question.




Motion made by DeMasco to accept Amendment 3 as amended with the addition of 603 Uses
Permitted. Seconded by Traeger.

No discussion.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco yes, Bersaw yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield no, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

Amendment 4 To change Article 6 Wetland Conservation District and give it a stand-alone
Amendment. This was already voted and accepted on page 2 of the minutes.

The Wetland Conservation District as herein defined is shown on a map or maps designated as
the “Town of

Richmond Wetland Conservation District Map” and is part of the “Zoning Map” of the Town of
Richmond, New Hampshire. For a detailed explanation of soil types, see “Soil Survey of Cheshire
County, New Hampshire” issued June 1989, on file with the Town Clerk and Planning Board. In
addition to areas shown in the Town of Richmond Conservation District Map any other wetlands
identified and delineated by a State Board of Natural Science certified soil scientist or State
Board of Natural Science certified wetland scientist are included in the Wetlands Conservation
District.

Amendment 5 Under Article 12, Enforcement and Administration, under 1203 Building
Permits

Required, as well as 1203.1.B, 1203.2 and 1204 Occupancy Permit including 1204.1.A-D.
Also, Article 4, under section 404 Permitted Accessory Uses, specifically 404.3.4. Article 3
General Provisions, under 317 Cluster Housing, more specifically 317.7 and 317.10. Article
17 Definition, under 1758 Ruins.

Motion made by Chairman Smith to accept Amendment 5 as presented. Seconded by Traeger.
Discussion about # days for Certificate of Occupancy, hold current as 10 days without knowing
State statute.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco Yes, Bersaw Yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield no, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries. (No Change)

Discussion on limiting normal landscaping in the Wetland Conservation District and define
normal landscaping. Suggestion was made to use the definition in the Richmond Excavation
Regulations, Section lii: Definitions. T. NORMAL LANDSCAPING means the on-site alteration and
contouring of the land exclusively devoted to improving the functional utility and planting of the
grounds.

Amendment 6 Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment #6 as proposed by the
Richmond Planning Board for the Town of Richmond Zoning Ordinances as follows:



Add Definition to Article 17 for NORMAL LANDSCAPING means the on-site alteration and

contouring of the land exclusively devoted to improving the functional utility of the grounds.

Motion made by Traeger to accept Amendment 6 as written to add to Article 17 Normal
Landscaping. Seconded by Chairman Smith.

No further discussion.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco Yes, Bersaw Yes, Condon no, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

Discussion pertaining to 25-foot green buffer, as requested by the Conservation District memo,
dated 1/4/2024, and affirming within the remaining 50 feet (25’+ 50’= current 75’ wetland
conservation district)- any structure/building can be erected in place. No structures allowed in
25" was determined that there was not enough time to adequately address this
recommendation. Chairman Smith will write them a letter of explanation as well as request this
be put on the Master Plan for deeper review and consideration.

It was determined to have the second Public Hearing on Thursday, February 1, 2024, located at
the Veterans Hall at 7:00 PM.

Motion made by Bersaw to close the deliberative session. Seconded by Condon.

Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco Yes, Bersaw Yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith yes. Motion carries.

4. New Business:

5. 0Old Business:
a. Minutes of December 12, 2023: Final Version
Minutes of December 19, 2023: Draft

b. Master Plan: Copies for review by the

board.
¢. Land Use Assistant Standard Operating Procedures.
5. Other:

Discussion to move forward with the scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 6, 2024, at the
Taylor Van Brocklin Municipal Building at 7:00 PM to work on marketing.

Motion made by Condon to adjourn. Seconded by Bersaw.
Roll call vote: Traeger yes, DeMasco Yes, Bersaw Yes, Condon yes, Vice Butterfield yes, Chairman
Smith yes.



Motion carries.
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kandace Mattson



