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Minutes of the Meeting of the Richmond Heritage Commission
Held on November 11, 2014


The Richmond Heritage Commission met at 420 Winchester Rd, Richmond, NH on November 11, 2014 at 4:30 PM.  Bob Weekes, Carol Jameson and Sandy Laughner  (by telephone) were present, constituting a quorum. Carol Jameson acted as Secretary.  The minutes of the prior meeting were approved.

Town Well and Abbott Memorial Trough
Bob Weekes reported on the installation of the Abbott watering trough at Town Hall, describing the steps that were taken and the expert and invaluable assistance that was given by the Richmond Road Agent and his crew, and by Holman Landscaping Materials.   Bob then reported on the restoration of the old Town pump and the plans for its installation in the near future.   

The group discussed landscaping around the memorial trough.  Mulch will be delivered this week to prevent erosion and keep down weeds until Spring planting., the members agreed to meet at Town Hall to help .  Carol will take responsibility for the landscaping project in the Spring, enlisting volunteers and likely forming an informal Richmond garden club to assume responsibility for on-going landscape maintenance of town owned properties.  Jan Weekes, Susan Roney, Kathy McWhirk and Susan Marsden have already volunteered to help.

Future Projects
The meeting next addressed ideas and priorities for future projects, with reference to the excellent inventory prepared by Hank Hallas.  It was determined to pursue the following:

Richmond Town Hall Well/Abbott Memorial Trough - continue restoration and installation, include plantings in the Spring, expand plantings to include Town Hall and Vet’s Hall properties, likely on a modest basis to start. 

Richmond Tramp House -  ultimate goal to restore Tramp House and make it visible and visit-able by building a mini historic park around it.  The Tramp House is one of only four remaining in NH  It represents a fascinating time in NH state and local history, when towns throughout the state fulfilled their responsibility to aid the needy in the midst of a economic depression by housing hobos passing through town in the local town-maintained tramp house.  There is some urgency to the project because the deterioration of the building.  First steps include education about the history of the site through a public program/presentation; assessing how to protect the building until restoration can begin; finding sources of revenue for the costs of restoration, such as grants and contributions.  Carol reported that the fund to be established by warrant article this March is relevant to funding this and other Heritage Commission projects, more to follow later in the meeting.  .(The problem of parking in the area is one that the board of selectmen is addressing in the larger context of needing expanded parking for all the town buildings in that area.)  

Richmond Veteran’s Memorial Park -  ultimate goal to have monuments to honor veterans of other wars too, such as the Civil War, and to configure the park so that the  monuments are more visible.  Hank Hallas has done extensive research on Richmond residents’ role in the Civil War.  Initial steps will be to assign a leadership role to one of the Commission to develop a plan for the project.  Carol will speak to Hank Hallas, who was unable to attend due to unanticipated family commitments.

Richmond Public Library – ultimate goal to restore it to its former appearance by reinstalling or rebuilding the cupola that was formerly part of the structure, with the bell that is currently in the custody of the library, and putting on black shutters.  Bob showed a photo of the structure as it had looked with these items.  This project would likely be undertaken jointly with the library and with loose coordination of other local boards and committees such as the Building Committee.

Town Pound – ultimate goal is restoration.  Since it is on private property, initial steps will be to research how to obtain the right to restore it and to allow public access to it.

Signage on all these projects will be addressed at a later date.  Signage should be identifiable and uniform.  Bob will take responsibility for writing articles for the Rooster about these projects, beginning with an article on the Town Well for the January edition.

Heritage Commission Special Fund
Next, Carol reported on a warrant that is being prepared for approval at the March Town Meeting.  This warrant will enable the Heritage Commission to maintain funds in a separate account, that will not lapse into the town general fund at year end, to be used only for Heritage Commission projects subject to Selectboard approval.  Establishing this fund will assist in obtaining grants and contributions for Commission projects.  The warrant proposal was approved.  The group determined not to seek town funding for Commission projects at this time.

Joint Presentation with Library
Bob discussed a proposal to do a joint community presentation with the Richmond Public Library, focused on the history of the Four Corners area, using contents of the Richmond Archives.   The proposal was approved.

Town Bulletin
Carol noted that the Commission should write a report for the annual report.  Bob volunteered to write the report and to consider photographs for both the Commission report and elsewhere in the report.  In addition, Bob volunteered to look for a photo of the old 4 Corners that might be appropriate to propose to the Selectmen as an idea for the cover of the report.
November 15 Meeting on Development of 4 Corners
Carol noted that the Heritage Commission had been approached to give a brief presentation at the coming Novemebr 15 meeting, which Bob agreed to do. 


Respectfully Submitted,
Carol Jameson 
