
Richmond Public Library 
Meeting of Board of Trustees 

March 19, 2026 
 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 1:02 pm by Becky Haskins (BH) Chairman of the RPL Board of 
Trustees. The meeting was also attended by Wendy O’Brien, RPL Library Director and Bonnie McCarthy 
(BM), Treasurer. 
 
Recognition and Comments of Guests 
No guests attended the meeting. 
 
Disposition of Minutes of Previous Meeting 
Minutes of the previous February 12, 2026, meeting of the RPL Board of Trustees were accepted. 
BH1/BM2 
 
Treasurers Report 
BM submitted the Treasurers Report, noting Current Assets as of March 12, 2026, as follows: 
  
Librarian's Account $1,499.39 
Operating Account 11,479.94 
Aram Gurian Fund 1,102.18 
General Purpose Fund 6,565.05 
Archives Fund 1,809.92 
Orcutt Fund 1,088.41 
Atkins Trust 3,414.76 
Bartram Fund 453.60 (Savings) 
Bartram Fund 12,155.51 (CD) 
  
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as prepared and presented. BH1/BM2. 
  
There was discussion of the General Purpose fund being used for the recovering of the chair arms and 
the purchase of new chairs. 
 
Librarian’s Report 
 
Ongoing Programs: 
Knitting Circle: 7-8 attendees weekly. 
Book Club:   Cancelled in February due to weather. 
Coffee with the Classics Book Club:  On hiatus until April. 
Mahjong Group:  6-9 attendees weekly. 
“Richmond Reminisces”: 8 Attendees in February 
Storytime: 3-4 families weekly. 
 
Occasional Programming: 

• January 17, Camp Takodah Talk with RHS, rescheduled to 3/21 due to weather, 2:00 pm Vets 
Hall 



• January 22, NASA Citizen Science Night, 0 attendees 
• February 7, Take Your Child to the Library Day, 0 attendees 
• April 4, Easter Egg Hunt with Parks and Recreation, 9 am Amidon Field or Library 
• April 23, Vietnam Talk with RHS, 6 pm at Vets Hall 
• May 16, Revolutionary War Talk with RHS, 2 pm at Vets Hall 
• June 1-August 31, Driving Tour of Revolutionary War sites in Richmond (sponsored by NH 

Humanities) 
• Summer Reading:  Plant a Seed, Read!-concentrating on Storytime/early literacy, perhaps an 

adult program 
• June 27, Big Watch with RHS, 6 pm Vets Hall (sponsored by NH Humanities) 
• July 24, Neith Boyce Lecture with RHS, 6:30 pm Vets Hall 
• TBA: Monthly Craft Night 

 
Building Issues:   

• Wendy will try again after the holidays to contact the contractor recommended by 
the  Selectmen for the exterior work. 

 
Library Operations: 
Checkouts 

2025 2026 

February- Lending: 193 February- Lending:  232 

 
EBooks 

2025 2026 

February- lending: 137 February- lending: 156 

 
Interlibrary Loan 

2025 2026 

February- Lending: 54 February- ILL Lending: 45 

February-  ILL Borrowing: 49 February-  ILL Borrowing: 27 

  

Little Free Library: Closed for the season. 

Archives: 

Research Requests: 
• Using archival material in the creation of the Revolutionary War driving tour. 

New Accessions:  
• None. 

Current Work 
• Caught up on new accessions.   
• Rescanning Old Homes Album #1-Old Homestead Highway 



 
Old Business: 
 
Archival Area 
Wendy to contact a carpenter for a quote for shelving. 
 
New Business 
 
New Water Cooler 
The purchase of a new water cooler was approved. BM1/BH2.   
 
Bonnie will ask Al Bielunis about removing the old refrigerator, water cooler, and dehumidifier.  
 
Pest Control 
Wendy to contact Keene Pest Control for a contract quote. 

 
Next meeting date and time 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the RPL Trustees will be held on Thursday, April 30 at 1:00pm. 
  
Adjournment: 
The meeting was called to close at 1:50 pm. BM1/BH2 
  
Submitted March 21, 2026 
Wendy O’Brien, Library Director 


