
Richmond Public Library  

Meeting of Board of Trustees  

30 April 2026  

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 pm by Chairman Becky Haskins (BH); The meeting was 

also attended by Elizabeth (Bonnie) McCarthy (BM), Treasurer of the RPL Board of Trustees, 

Barbara Rogers (BR) Secretary, and Wendy O’Brien, Library Director. 

 

Recognition and Comments of Guests  

There were no guests. 

 

Disposition of Minutes of Previous Meetings  

Minutes of the previous March 19, 2026, meeting of the RPL Board of Trustees were accepted. 

(BR1/BM2) 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

 

Assets 

Current Assets 

Bank Accounts 

Operating Account 27,680.37 

Librarian's Account 1,625.90 

Aram Gurian Fund 1,102.20 

General Purpose Fund 4,448.57 

Archives Fund 1,809.99 

Orcutt Fund 1,088.45 

Atkins Trust 3,414.90 

Bartrum Fund 453.62 

Bartram CD 51288 12,380.71 

Total for Bank Accounts $54,004.71 

Total for Current Assets $54,004.71 

 

 

Library Director’s Report 

 

Ongoing Programs:  

Knitting Circle: 7-8 attendees weekly.  

Book Club: 5 attendees in April.  

Coffee with the Classics Book Club: 2 attendees in April.  

Mahjong Group: 6-9 attendees weekly.  

“Richmond Reminisces”: 8 Attendees in April-John will be taking a break until fall. Suggestion 

is to continue as a social time.  

Storytime: 2-3 families weekly.  

 

Occasional Programming:  



● March 21, Camp Takodah Talk with RHS, 30 attendees  

● April 4, Easter Egg Hunt with Parks and Recreation, 9 am Amidon Field, 30 attendees 

(includes adults)  

● April 23, Vietnam Talk with RHS, 6 pm at Vets Hall  

● April 28, Paint Night, 8 preregistered  

● May 16, Revolutionary War Talk with RHS, 2 pm at Vets Hall  

● June 1-August 31, Driving Tour of Revolutionary War sites in Richmond (sponsored by NH 

Humanities)  

● Summer Reading: Plant a Seed, Read!-concentrating on Storytime/early literacy, perhaps an 

adult program  

● June 27, Big Watch with RHS, 6 pm Vets Hall (sponsored by NH Humanities)  

● July 24, Neith Boyce Lecture with RHS, 6:30 pm Vets Hall  

 

Building Issues:  

● Wendy tried to reach a “handyman” listed in the Shopper News, no response.  

 

Library Operations: 

 

Checkouts 

2025      2026 

March- Lending: 230  March- Lending: 243 

 

EBooks 

2025 March    2026 

March- lending: 173  March- lending: 143 

 

Interlibrary Loan 

2025      2026 

March- Lending: 55  March- ILL Lending: 57 

 

March- ILL Borrowing: 34 March- ILL Borrowing: 31 

 

Little Free Library: Opened on 4/15.  

 

Archives:  

Research Requests:  

● Using archival material in the creation of the Revolutionary War driving tour.  

● Outside request for Bob Weekes’ collection for cemetery research on James Ballou/Jedediah 

Buffum.  

● Outside request for information on the Whitney Family.  

 

New Accessions:  

● Copy of Camp Takodah talk.  

 

Current Work  

● Rescanning Old Homes Album #1-Old Homestead Highway  



 

Old Business: Archival area, no action 

 

New Business: 

 

Meeting Room Use Request: Trustees of the Trust Funds, 6/11/2026 Approved (BR1/BM2) 

 

NH Commission on Aging: Volunteer of the Year Award, Cheshire County: Deb Marshall to be 

presented on May 18, 2pm in Concord 

 

Next meeting date & time: June 11 at 1:30pm 

 

Adjournment & time: 1:42 pm (BR1/BH2) 

 

 

Submitted May 14, 2026 

Barbara R. Rogers 

Secretary RPL  

686 Old Homestead Highway  

Richmond NH 03470 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archives: 

Research Requests: 

● Historic Society of Cheshire County exhibit 

 

New Accessions: 

● None 

 

Current Work 

● Transferring files to new computer 

● Cleaning up archival area. 

 

 

Library Operations: 

Checkouts            2024       2025 

September- Lending: 188   September- Lending: 261  

 

EBooks    2024   2025 

September- lending: 145   September- lending: 140  

 

Interlibrary Loan 2024   2025  

September- ILL Lending: 33   September- ILL Lending: 49  

September- ILL Borrowing: 61  September- ILL Borrowing: 33 

 

Old Business: 

The issue of new chairs was discussed and each member of the BOT offered to go to a different 

local retail furniture store to gather information on prices and availability before the entire board 

visited the most likely prospects. 

 

New Business: 

Meeting Room request by Trustees of the Trust Funds for November 13 was approved 

(BR1/BM2) 

 

The FY2026 Budget was approved (BR1/BH2) 



 

Implications of NH HB 273 was discussed 

 

Debit Card Policy was passed as amended (BR1/BH2) 

 

Next meeting date and time 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the RPL Trustees will be held on Thursday, November 

20 at 1:30. 

 

Adjournment:  

The meeting was called to close at 2:31 pm. (BR1/BM2) 

 

Submitted October 26, 2025 

Barbara R. Rogers 

Secretary RPL  

686 Old Homestead Highway  

Richmond NH 03470 

 


